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Conference Objective: 
The objective of the conference is to provide physicians and other health care 
providers with a broad range of practical information to help diagnose and treat 
child abuse and neglect.  
 
Specifically, participants will have: 

1. Increased knowledge regarding child abuse and neglect prevention 
strategies. 

2. Enhanced knowledge of what constitutes Medical Child Abuse and when 
this diagnosis should be considered.  

3. Improved understanding of the Child Protection Law and mandatory 
reporting of Child Abuse/Neglect; and the MI DHS Human Trafficking of 
Children Protocol. 

4. A better understanding of what happens after a report (3200) is filed with 
CPS. 

5. The ability to better recognize possible physical and sexual abuse. 
6. Increased knowledge regarding what constitutes neglect. 

 
Learning Outcome: 
Participants will leave this conference with enhanced knowledge regarding the 
various aspects of child abuse/neglect and improved ability to manage cases of 
suspected abuse/neglect. 
 
Target Audience: 
Physicians and other health care providers in a variety of practice settings who 
examine and treat children. 
 
 
Continuing Medical Education: 
The Grand Rapids Medical Education and Research Center is accredited by the 
Michigan State Medical Society Committee on CME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. 
 
The Grand Rapids Medical Education and Research Center designates this 
educational activity for a maximum of 9 AMA PAR Category 1 Credit(s)™. 
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. Contact hour certificates will be provided only for 
those individuals who attend the entire presentation, and complete and return an 
evaluation form. Individuals leaving early will not receive a certificate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Featured Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Vincent J. Palusci 

 
Vincent J. Palusci, M.D., M.S. is Professor of Pediatrics at New 
York University School of Medicine in New York City where he 
is a board certified general and child abuse pediatrician at the 
Bellevue Hospital Frances L. Loeb Child Protection and 
Development Center.  He received his medical degree from the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey and 
completed his internship and residency in pediatrics at New 
York University / Bellevue Hospital Center.  He entered private 
practice and later joined the faculty of the College of Human 
Medicine at Michigan State University where he was a 
TRECOS scholar and earned a M.S. in Epidemiology and was 
Director of Forensic Pediatrics at DeVos Children’s Hospital.  

He was Professor of Pediatrics at Wayne State University School of Medicine and 
Director of the Child Protection Center at Children’s Hospital of Michigan in 2005-2007.   
In NY, he chairs the NYU Hospitals Child Protection Committee and teaches students, 
residents and fellow.  Dr. Palusci is a member of the board of directors of the American 
Professional Society on the Abuse of Children and a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics.  He serves as Editor of the APSAC Advisor and as a member of the 
American Board of Pediatrics Child Abuse Subboard. He received the Christine Nelson 
Outstanding Professional Award for Service to Children in Kent County in 2001 and the 
Ray E. Helfer Award for child abuse prevention in 2004 from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the National Alliance for Children’s Trust and Prevention Funds. 
 
Dr. Palusci’s research has focused on epidemiologic and health services issues for child 
abuse victims and training needs for professionals in this area.  He has written over 50 
articles, chapters and reports for pediatric and child welfare publications.  He edited 
Shaken Baby Syndrome: A Multidisciplinary Response with Dr. Steven Lazoritz (2002), 
and Child Abuse and Neglect—A Diagnostic Guide (2010) with Dr. Howard Fischer.  He 
chaired the taskforce in 2010 that produced the APSAC Practice Guideline:  Integrating 
Child Maltreatment Prevention into Professional Practice.   Dr. Palusci worked with the 
Michigan Public Health Institute on an analysis of three state programs to assess child 
maltreatment deaths [Schnitzer PG, Covington TM, Wirtz SJ, Verhoek-Oftedahl W, 
Palusci VJ.  Public Health Surveillance of Fatal Child Maltreatment: Summary of Three 
State Programs. American Journal of Public Health. 2008; 98(2):296-303] and methods 
to better estimate fatality counts [Palusci VJ, Wirtz SJ, Covington TM, Using capture-
recapture methods to better ascertain the incidence of fatal child maltreatment. Child 
Abuse and Neglect 2010;34(6):396-402].  Dr. Palusci has looked specifically at the 
outcomes after child death review using citizen review panels in Michigan [Palusci VJ, 
Yager S, Covington TM.  Effects of a citizens review panel in preventing child 
maltreatment fatalities. Child Abuse and Neglect 2010;34(5):324-331]. He recently 
published an article looking at child maltreatment deaths in the National Child Death 
Review Case Reporting System [Palusci VJ, Covington TM. Child maltreatment deaths 
in the U.S. National Child Death Review Case Reporting System. Child Abuse & Neglect 
2013. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2013.08.014] and the effects of reporting laws on 
reporting rates with Frank Vandervort [Palusci VP, Vandervort FE. Universal Reporting 
Laws and Child Maltreatment Report Rates in Large U.S. Counties. Children and Youth 
Services Review 2014. Available online Jan 8. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2013.12.010]. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2013.08.014


Featured Speakers 
 
Sarah Brown, D.O., FACOP,  FAAP, Child Abuse Pediatrician, Center for Child 
Protection, Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital;  Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
and Human Development, Michigan State University 
 
Lisa Markman, M.D., FAAP, Clinical Assistant Professor, Associate Medical 
Director, Child Protection Team, Hospitalist Division, Department of Pediatrics 
and Communicable Diseases, University of Michigan Health System 
 
Bethany Mohr, M.D., FAAP, Clinical Assistant Professor, Medical Director, Child 
Protection Team, Hospitalist Division, Department of Pediatrics and 
Communicable Diseases, University of Michigan Health System 
 
Dena Nazer, M.D., FAAP, Chief, Child Protection Team Children's Hospital of 
Michigan, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics Wayne State University, Kids-TALK 
Children's Advocacy Center Medical Clinic, Detroit, MI 
 
Joseph Ortiz, Assistant Attorney General, Children and Youth Services Division, 
Office of the Attorney General, State of Michigan 
 
Colin Parks, MSW, Manager, Children's Protective Services and Family 
Preservation Program Office, State of Michigan Department of Human Services 
 
Cassie Prior, Children’s Protective Services, Ongoing Specialist, Western 
Wayne Child and Family Services, Michigan Department of Human Services 
 
N. Debra Simms, M.D. FAAP,  Child Abuse Pediatrician, Section Chief, Center 
for Child Protection, Helen DeVos Children's Hospital; Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics and Human Development, Michigan State University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Our thanks to the Medical Advisory Committee, including conference planning 
committee, for all the hard work that went into the planning of this conference: 
Sarah Brown, D.O., FACOP, FAAP; Tracy Cyrus, LMSW; Michele Davenport; Colette 
Gushurst, M.D., FAAP;   Bethany Mohr, M.D., FAAP; Lisa Markman, M.D;  Dena Nazer, 
M.D., FAAP; Colin Parks, MSW; N. Debra Simms, M.D.,FAAP; Mary Smyth, M.D, 
 FAAP; Jeanette Scheid, MD, PHD; Joy Thelen, BSW 

 



Wednesday, April 23- Lincoln Room 
 
5p.m.-6p.m.  Check-in/Dinner 
 
6p.m.-9p.m.  Case Presentations: Ask the Experts 

Case presentations and discussions moderated by the 
Medical Advisory Committee 

 
Thursday, April 24- Lincoln Room 
 
7:00-7:45a.m. CME Check-in/Continental Breakfast 
    
7:45-8:00 Welcome/Introductions and a moment of silence for 

recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Dr. N. Debra Simms and Colin Parks 

  
8:00-9:15  Prevention of Child Abuse 
   Dr. Vincent Palusci 
  
9:15-10:45  Medical Child Abuse Overview and Panel 

Dr. Lisa Markman and Panel: Cassie Prior and Joseph Ortiz 
 
10:45-11:00   BREAK 
 
11:00-noon  Child Sexual Abuse Update 
   Dr. Vincent Palusci 
  
12:00-12:30p.m. LUNCH set up/mingle 
12:30-1:00  LUNCH-- CPS Updates/Human Trafficking 

Dr. N. Debra Simms and Colin Parks 
 
1:00-2:00  Mandatory Reporting: Case Matrix  

Dr. Bethany Mohr and Colin Parks 
 
2:00-3:15 Is It Child Abuse or Merely Garlic? An Overview of 

Cutaneous Mimics of Child Abuse 
Dr. Dena Nazer 

   
3:15-3:30  BREAK 
 

3:30-4:30p.m. Neglect: Diagnostic Dilemmas 
Dr. Bethany Mohr and Dr. Lisa Markman 
 
 
 
 
 



Conference Site Accommodations and Lodging: 
Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 
Michigan State University 
219 S. Harrison Rd. 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
Phone: (517) 432-4000, Reservation Line: (800) 875-5090 
MAP: http://www.kelloggcenter.com/map/map-michigan-state-university-east-
lansing-map-kellogg-hotel 
 
Room costs are your responsibility. Room Rate: $75 Single and Double. Hotel 
reservations must be made before March 24, 2014 to guarantee these room 
rates and availability. After that date, availability is on a first-come, first-served, 
and rate available basis. When making your reservation use the group code: 
MDH042314 to get this discounted rate.  
 
Online Reservation Instructions  

 Go to www.kelloggcenter.com  
 Click on the “Reservations” link at the top of the page  
 Select "Check availability and book now!" link  
 Enter arrival, departure, rooms, & number of adults & children  
 Select “Click Here for Special Rates” and enter the Group Code 
 Click “Check Availability”  

 
Phone Reservation Instructions  

 Call 800-875-5090 and refer to the Group Code  
 
Conference Fees: 
The conference registration is free of charge and is sponsored by the Medical 
Advisory Committee of the Michigan Department of Human Services in 
cooperation with Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.  
 
Conference materials, case conference dinner on Wednesday and continental 
breakfast and lunch on Thursday will be provided. If you register and cannot 
attend, please notify us as soon as possible. 
 
Registration can be made two ways, either online at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/19thAnnualMedicalConference or using the 
attached registration form and emailing it to Joy Thelen, DHS/CPS Program 
Office at ThelenJ12@michigan.gov. Questions can be made through this email 
or by phone at 517-335-6976. 
 
Resource Materials: available onsite. Presentation Handouts: available online 
from website: http://www.midhsmedicaladvisorycommittee.com/presentation-
handouts/  
 

 
 

http://www.kelloggcenter.com/map/map-michigan-state-university-east-lansing-map-kellogg-hotel
http://www.kelloggcenter.com/map/map-michigan-state-university-east-lansing-map-kellogg-hotel
http://www.kelloggcenter.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/19thAnnualMedicalConference
mailto:ThelenJ12@michigan.gov
http://www.midhsmedicaladvisorycommittee.com/presentation-handouts/
http://www.midhsmedicaladvisorycommittee.com/presentation-handouts/


REGISTRATION 
April 23-24, 2014 

 
19th Annual Medical Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect: 

Updates for Primary Care Providers 
 

Please complete registration and return by March 24, 2014: Space is limited to the 
first 100 registered, with preference to medical providers and medical students 
 
REGISTER ONLINE: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/19thAnnualMedicalConference 
 
            OR 
 
REGISTRATION FORM (below): 

Complete only if not using online registration. 
 
Name____________________________________________________________  
 
Job Title________________________Profession__________________________ 
 
Agency___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_____________________________________________________ 
 
*Email___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _____________________________Fax __________________________ 
 
Do you require accommodations, if so, please explain:  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Which days are you attending? __April 23 Only   __April 24 Only    __Both Days 
 
Will you be bringing a case to review for Wednesday evening?     __Yes       __No 

(If yes, please remember to use non-identifying case information.) 
 

Will you be participating in dinner on Wednesday evening? __Yes       __No 
 
Are you staying overnight Wed., April 23?    __Yes     __No 
  
Please email the completed form by March 24, 2014 to: 
Joy Thelen,DHS/CPS Program Office 
ThelenJ12@michigan.gov 
Inquiries call: 517-335-6976 

 
Confirmations: will only be sent via email. Please be sure to include your email 

address when registering. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/19thAnnualMedicalConference
mailto:ThelenJ12@michigan.gov

