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OBJECTIVE:
To provide judges, attorneys, human services professionals and policy makers insight into 
the court’s involvement in child welfare cases and to explore how the child welfare system 
responds to, supports and protects children and families.

CONFERENCE SITE AND ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS:
The conference will be held at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa. Participants wishing to 
make overnight accommodations at their own expense may call the Grand Traverse Resort 
and Spa at 1-800-748-0303. To obtain the hotel’s conference rate, you must indicate you 
are attending the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect Summit. A block of 
guest rooms for this conference will be held until May 1, 2014, at the state rate of $75 per 
night, plus taxes and fees.

REGISTRATION/CONFERENCE FEES:
There is no charge to attend the Summit. The Summit is sponsored by the Governor’s 
Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect and the Michigan Department of Human Services.

This program is funded by a federal Children’s Justice Act grant to the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect administered through the Michigan 
Department of Human Services, under Section 107(a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) (42 U.S.C. 5106c et seq.) as 
amended by Public Law (P.L.) 111-320 enacted December 20, 2010; and the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, as amended (42 U.S.C. 10603 et seq.).

WEB ONLY

Department of Human Services (DHS) will not discriminate against any individual or group because of race, religion, age, national origin, color, height, weight, 
marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, political beliefs or disability. If you need help with reading, writing, hearing, etc., under the 
$PHULFDQV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV�$FW��\RX�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�PDNH�\RXU�QHHGV�NQRZQ�WR�D�'+6�RI¿FH�LQ�\RXU�DUHD�



18th Annual Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect Summit

Medication and Mental Health Concerns
For Children in Care

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
Thursday, May 22, 2014, and Friday, May 23, 2014

AGENDA

DAY ONE: Thursday, May 22, 2014
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Registration

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch (Provided) with opening remarks by Honorable Linda 
S. Hallmark and Honorable Kenneth L. Tacoma

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. The Challenge of Practicing Rational Psychopharmacology 
with Maltreated Children

   Dr. Bruce Perry, M.D. PhD.

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Break

3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Dr. Bruce Perry, M.D. PhD. (Continued)

DAY TWO: Friday, May 23, 2014
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast (Provided)

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. DHS Update

   Steve Yager, Deputy Director of the Children’s Services 

Administration, DHS

9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.  Department of Human Services: Promoting Health and 
Mental Health for Foster Youth

   Dr. Jeanette Scheid, Associate Professor of Psychiatry, 

Michigan State University, Medical Consult for DHS

10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Psychotropic Medications and Children

   Dr. Debra Luria

11:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Closing Remarks

   The Honorable Linda S. Hallmark



The Honorable Linda S. Hallmark
Judge Linda S. Hallmark was appointed to the Oakland County Probate Court in December 
of 1997. Judge Hallmark serves as Chief Judge Pro Tempre of the Oakland County Probate 
Court. She is a member of the Circuit Court Family Division. She previously served as Chief 
Probate Judge from 2010-2011, and Presiding Judge of the Family Division from 2000-2004. 
She is a past chairperson of the State Bar Family Law Section Council, Oakland County Family 
Law Committee, Referees’ Association of Michigan , and South East Michigan Probate Judges 
Association. Judge Hallmark is an appointee to the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and 
1HJOHFW��SDVW�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�:RPHQ�2I¿FLDOV¶�1HWZRUN��D�IHOORZ�RI�WKH�6WDWH�%DU�RI�0LFKLJDQ��
a fellow of the Oakland County Bar Association, Oakland Bar Inn of Court, a member of the 
MPJA, Women Lawyers Association, the Board of Directors of the Michigan Inter-Professional 
Association and the Board of the Annual Culinary Challenge.

She is a recipient of the John N. O’Brien Award, Referees Association of Michigan Service Award, 
Arab American Institute Service recognition, Oakland County Employee of the Year Award, the 
2009 Wonder Woman Award, and the 2012 Women’s Bar Association Jurist of the Year Award.

Judge Hallmark has been a presenter and author for the Michigan Judicial Institute, faculty 
member for the New Judge’s School, the Institute for Continuing Education (ICLE), the State Bar 
of Michigan, the Oakland County Bar Association, Women Lawyers Association, the American 
Bar Association, and the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect.

The Honorable Kenneth Tacoma
Hon. Kenneth L. Tacoma has served as Chief Judge of Probate for Wexford County since 
1994, and also as Presiding Judge of the Family Division, 28th Circuit Court, since 1998. A 
cum laude graduate of the Indiana University School of Law - Bloomington, he is licensed to 
practice in Indiana, Michigan and the Federal Courts. He was engaged in the private practice of 
law, served as Domestic Relations Referee for the 28th Circuit Court, and served as Wexford 
&RXQW\�3URVHFXWLQJ�$WWRUQH\�SULRU�WR�DVVXPLQJ�MXGLFLDO�RI¿FH�

Judge Tacoma is currently the Chairperson of the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and 
1HJOHFW��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�DSSRLQWHG�WKLV�RI¿FH�LQ�)HEUXDU\��������+H�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�
Probate Judge’s Association serving on the Executive Board since 2003 and served as President 
of the Association from 2011-2012. He is also a member and Past President of the Top O’ 
Michigan Judge’s Association. He has been a member of the Representative Assembly of the 
State Bar of Michigan, and has served on the Committee on Professional and Judicial Ethics 
for the State Bar of Michigan. He served two terms on the Michigan Supreme Court Forms 
Committee (Juvenile Proceedings and Probate Forms Sections). He is a current member of 
WKH�3HUPDQHQF\�2SWLRQV�:RUNJURXS��ZKLFK�ZDV�¿UVW�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKHQ�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�-XVWLFH�
Maura Corrigan in 2006.  He has also participated in various committees and workgroups at the 
UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�6WDWH�&RXUW�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH��WKH�0LFKLJDQ�-XGLFLDO�,QVWLWXWH�DQG�WKH�
State Bar of Michigan, including the Judicial Crossroads Task Force from 2009-2012. He has 
presented at training programs throughout Michigan for the Prosecuting Attorney’s Association 
of Michigan, the Michigan Judicial Institute, the Institute of Continuing Legal Education, and 
WKH�0LFKLJDQ�6WDWH�&RXUW�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH��+H�LV�D�UHJXODU�IDFXOW\�PHPEHU�DW�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�
Judicial Institute New Judges School and a member of the Academic Advisory Committee.



Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D.

Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D. Dr. Perry is the Senior Fellow 
RI�7KH�&KLOG�7UDXPD�$FDGHP\��D�QRW�IRU�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
based in Houston, TX (www.ChildTrauma.org), and adjunct 
Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern 
University in Chicago. He serves as the inaugural Senior 
Fellow of the Berry Street Childhood Institute, an Australian 
based center of excellence focusing on the translation of 
theory into practice to improve the lives of children (www.
berrystreet.org.au).

'U��3HUU\�LV�WKH�DXWKRU��ZLWK�0DLD�6]DODYLW]��RI�7KH�%R\�:KR�:DV�5DLVHG�$V�$�'RJ��D�EHVWVHOOLQJ�
book based on his work with maltreated children and Born For Love: Why Empathy is Essential 
and Endangered. Over the last thirty years, Dr. Perry has been an active teacher, clinician and 
researcher in children’s mental health and the neurosciences holding a variety of academic 
positions.

Dr. Perry was on the faculty of the Departments of Pharmacology and Psychiatry at the 
University of Chicago School Of Medicine from 1988 to 1991. From 1992 to 2001, Dr. Perry 
served as the Trammell Research Professor of Child Psychiatry at Baylor College of Medicine 
in Houston, Texas. During this time, Dr. Perry also was Chief of Psychiatry for Texas Children’s 
Hospital and Vice-Chairman for Research within the Department of Psychiatry. From 2001 to 
2003, Dr. Perry served as the Medical Director for Provincial Programs in Children’s Mental 
Health for the Alberta Mental Health Board. He continues to consult with the government of 
Alberta on children’s issues and serves as a founding member of the Premier’s Council of 
Alberta’s Promise. 

Dr. Perry has conducted both basic neuroscience and clinical research. His neuroscience 
research has examined the effects of prenatal drug exposure on brain development, the 
neurobiology of human neuropsychiatric disorders, the neurophysiology of traumatic life events 
and basic mechanisms related to the development of neurotransmitter receptors in the brain. 
His clinical research and practice has focused on high-risk children. This work has examined 
the cognitive, behavioral, emotional, social, and physiological effects of neglect and trauma in 
children, adolescents and adults. This work has been instrumental in describing how childhood 
experiences, including neglect and traumatic stress, change the biology of the brain – and, 
thereby, the health of the child.

His clinical research over the last ten years has been focused on integrating emerging principles 
of developmental neuroscience into clinical practice. This work has resulted in the development 
RI�LQQRYDWLYH�FOLQLFDO�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�SURJUDPV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�PDOWUHDWHG�DQG�WUDXPDWL]HG�FKLOGUHQ��
most prominently the Neurosequential Model©, a developmentally sensitive, neurobiology-
informed approach to clinical work (NMT), education (NME) and caregiving (NMC). This 
DSSURDFK�WR�FOLQLFDO�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�SURJUDPV�DW�GR]HQV�RI�ODUJH�
SXEOLF�DQG�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VHUYLQJ�DW�ULVN�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�

+LV�H[SHULHQFH�DV�D�FOLQLFLDQ�DQG�D�UHVHDUFKHU�ZLWK�WUDXPDWL]HG�FKLOGUHQ�KDV�OHG�PDQ\�FRPPXQLW\�
DQG� JRYHUQPHQWDO� DJHQFLHV� WR� FRQVXOW� 'U�� 3HUU\� IROORZLQJ� KLJK�SUR¿OH� LQFLGHQWV� LQYROYLQJ�
WUDXPDWL]HG�FKLOGUHQ�VXFK�DV�WKH�%UDQFK�'DYLGLDQ�VLHJH�LQ�:DFR���������WKH�2NODKRPD�&LW\�



bombing (1995), the Columbine school shootings (1999), the September 11th terrorist attacks 
(2001), Hurricane Katrina (2005), the FLDS polygamist sect (2008), the earthquake in Haiti 
(2010) and the tsunami in Tohoku Japan (2011).

'U��3HUU\�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�RYHU�����MRXUQDO�DUWLFOHV��ERRN�FKDSWHUV�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�SURFHHGLQJV�DQG�
LV�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�QXPHURXV�SURIHVVLRQDO�DZDUGV�DQG�KRQRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�7��%HUU\�%UD]HOWRQ�
Infant Mental Health Advocacy Award, the Award for Leadership in Public Child Welfare and the 
Alberta Centennial Medal.

He has presented about child maltreatment, children’s mental health, neurodevelopment and 
youth violence in a variety of venues including policy-making bodies such as the White House 
Summit on Violence, the California Assembly and U.S. House Committee on Education. Dr. 
Perry has been featured in a wide range of media including National Public Radio, The Today 
Show, Good Morning America, Nightline, CNN, MSNBC, NBC, ABC and CBS News and the 
Oprah Winfrey Show. His work has been featured in documentaries produced by Dateline NBC, 
�������WKH�%%&��1LJKWOLQH��&%&��3%6��DV�ZHOO�DV�GR]HQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GRFXPHQWDULHV��0DQ\�SULQW�
PHGLD�KDYH�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�FOLQLFDO�DQG�UHVHDUFK�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�'U��3HUU\�LQFOXGLQJ�D�3XOLW]HU�SUL]H�
winning series in the Chicago Tribune, US News and World Report, Time, Newsweek, Forbes 
ASAP, Washington Post, the New York Times and Rolling Stone.

Dr. Perry, a native of Bismarck, North Dakota, was an undergraduate at Stanford University 
and Amherst College. He attended medical and graduate school at Northwestern University, 
receiving both M.D. and Ph.D. degrees. Dr. Perry completed a residency in general psychiatry 
at Yale University School of Medicine and a fellowship in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at 
The University of Chicago.

Steve Yager
Mr. Yager graduated from Cedarville University with a B.A. in Psychology. He is currently 
Deputy Director of the Children’s Services Administration at the Michigan Department of 
Human Services. He has more than 27 years of child welfare experience within the department, 
beginning as a children’s protective services investigator and later serving as a children’s 
VHUYLFHV�SURJUDP�PDQDJHU��'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH�2I¿FH�RI�)DPLO\�$GYRFDWH��&RXQW\�'LUHFWRU� DQG�
Child Welfare Field Director.

Mr. Yager is a strong advocate for the well-being and protection of children and has demonstrated 
a commitment to working collaboratively with community partners and other child welfare 
stakeholders.

Dr. Jeanette M. Scheid, M.D.
Dr. Scheid is an Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Michigan State University and a board 
FHUWL¿HG�JHQHUDO�DQG�FKLOG�DQG�DGROHVFHQW�SV\FKLDWULVW��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�SUDFWLFH�LQ�0LFKLJDQ�
for the past twelve years, where she has worked with youth and families in Community Mental 
Health and residential treatment settings. She has a long-standing interest in the issues faced 
by children and youth who have been exposed to trauma.  In February 2012, Dr. Scheid joined 
the Michigan Department of Human Services as Medical Consultant. In this role she works 
with DHS and with community partners to improve the health and well-being of youth served 
by DHS.



Dr. Debra Luria, Ph.D. APRN, BC

Debra Luria, PhD, APRN, BC, received her BS in nursing from Michigan State University.  
Following that, she earned an MSN in Advanced Acute Care Nursing, MA in Marriage and 
Family Psychology, and PhD in Clinical and Behavioral Psychology from Wayne State 
University. During her doctoral studies, she minored in biopsychology and statistics. She also 
UHFHLYHG�D�SRVW�PDVWHUV�FHUWL¿FDWH� LQ�3V\FKLDWULF�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�1XUVLQJ� IURP� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
of Michigan, as post-doctoral study. Dr. Luria spent the initial 16 years of her career working 
in medical, surgical, and cardiac critical care units, as well as brief stints in oncology, general 
medical-surgical, and renal transplantation milieu. She also has taught nursing and research 
methodology in both the undergraduate nursing and graduate nurse anesthesia programs as an 
assistant professor at Mercy College of Detroit, which later merged with University of Detroit to 
become University of Detroit Mercy. More recently, she has taught psychology in the graduate 
school at Madonna University. Dr. Luria is currently a fully licensed psychologist, as well as a 
ERDUG�FHUWL¿HG�QXUVH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�

Dr. Luria’s focus of doctoral study was on health psychology, hence she has been very active 
LQ� ZRUN� ZLWK� WKH� 5RVH� &DQFHU� &HQWHU� DW� :LOOLDP� %HDXPRQW� +RVSLWDO�� VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKURXJK�
their Caring and Sharing program which offers support to women with breast cancer. She 
also currently maintains a general psychology practice, where she conducts psychotherapy, 
psychoeducational testing, as well as medication prescription. She has lectured frequently 
regarding proper prescription of medication for various psychiatric disorders, as well as a variety 
of topics which have focused largely on coping with cancer. The recipient of several awards 
for her work in nursing and higher education, she is always appreciative of the opportunity to 
participate in the lives of others at those times when they are most vulnerable.

Dr. Luria’s alter-ego lies in the arts, where she enjoys chorale and performance singing, taking 
part in musical theatre, creating art, and taking in theatre and dance. She and her husband are 
ardent jitter-buggers as well. She prides herself on integrating this creative spirit into her work 
as a psychologist and nurse practitioner, as this makes her able to treatment plan with creativity 
and individuality.



From Cleveland and Detroit:

Take I-75 north through Saginaw, until you reach M-72. Go west on M-72 at the Grayling exit, 
then approximately 30-35 miles through Kalkaska into Acme. Go north on US-31 about 1/2 mile. 
Resort will be on the east (right) side of the road.

From Lansing:

Take route 27 north to exit 254. This exit will turn into M-72. Go west on M-72 approximately 35-40 
miles. Go north on US-31 about 1/2 mile. Resort will be on the east (right) side of the road.

From Cherry Capital Airport:

As you exit the airport, turn left on South Airport Road and continue until it comes to an end at 
3 Mile Road. Turn left on 3 Mile Road and go to the light at US-31. Turn right on US-31 and go 
north approximately 10 minutes to the intersection of US-31 and M-72. Continue north through 
the light on US-31 and the resort will be on the right side of the road. The resort offers airport 
VKXWWOH�VHUYLFH�WR�DQG�IURP�&KHUU\�&DSLWDO�$LUSRUW�IRU�JXHVWV�ZKR�FKRRVH�WR�À\�LQ�WR�WKH�UHVRUW�

DIRECTIONS



REGISTRATION FORM

Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect
Summit

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
100 Grand Traverse Village Boulevard

Acme, MI 49160
Thursday, May 22, 2014

Registration 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Program 12:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.

Friday, May 23, 2014
Program 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Name:  

Title:  

Agency:  

Profession:  

Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

*Email Address:  

*5HTXLUHG�IRU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ

 Vegetarian Luncheon Requested.

Please register early as seating is limited and there is a need to allow for geographic and professional 
GLYHUVLW\��<RX�FDQ�H[SHFW�DQ�H�PDLO�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�WZR�ZHHNV�SULRU�WR�WKH�VXPPLW�

There is no charge for conference attendance. Travel expenses and lodging are to be paid by the 
attendee. To obtain the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa conference rate, you must specify you are 
attending the Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect Summit. A block of guest rooms for 
this conference will be held until May 1, 2014 at the state rate of $75 per night, plus taxes and fees. The 
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa reservation number is 1-800-748-0303.

Please mail, email or fax this form by Friday, May 9, 2014 to:

Kelcy Ensign
Governor’s Task Force Summit

235 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 510
P.O. Box 30037

Lansing, MI 48909
Telephone: (517) 241-6131 - Fax: (517) 241-7047

email: ensignk@michigan.gov


